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at a special briefing by representatives of the 
ress Division of the SMA, the chief editors of the SED party 
newspapers were told that the present political and economic 
situation in berlin permits nc hepe for an improvement in the 
supply situation during the coming winter. in the contrary,. ore 
acute shortages of essenticl items such « fooc, coal, gas, and 
electricity are anticipated. It was stated thet this information 
was to be regarded as strictly confidential and that it had only 
been released in order to prevent the Communist press from arousing 
unwarranted expectations on the vart of the Berlin population. 
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2. Persons attending the meeting interpreted these depressing announce~ 
ments to mean thet the Russians are no longer willing to previde 
Berlin, particularly the western sectors, with gcods whicn will 
be needed during the winter, Aceording tu a statement made cy 
Walter Ulbricht, leading members of the SED feel that this, to- 
gether with certain recent developments in the western zones, is 
a definite indication that the division cf Cexsmany is practically 
an accomplished fact; Berlin will remain an international city, 
but each power will attend sclely to the administration and supply 
of its own sector, Ulbricht expressed the opinion that, und: 
these circumstances, it mey become necessary for all importent SED 
newspapermen to establish residence in the Fussian sector, 


3. The reports from the Russian Zone which have been appearing +sepeat- 
edly in the ZTegesspiegel have caused members of the SED Executive 
Eommittee some coneern and are apparently the subject of an MVD 
investigation, The sources cf these reports, of course, are sus~ 

& 2. * ~ 4 aed by 1 ’ ~ ? 
pected to be memters of SPL, CU, and LDF circles. 


4. The activities of those Sccial Dewocratic city councillors still 
holding office in Berlin may be subjected to a close check by the 
Russians, who ore expected to demand some discharges. Among those 
named in this connection were Klingelhéfer and Fiilisack, against 


whom a public attack, previously approved by the SMA, has been 
launched. ; 
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a. roe mea of the Stete Bscoutive ‘Gamutttaes and the Party J 
ff Go Sees 15o ace on [Sidi a the central % 
eae ef the & 6. voring une discuasicngs 2¢ developed i 
hat a general vollticas Listlessnegs and lack of selys-criticisn | ak 
hos teen observed in party circies; public meetings and assemblies 
eva hal sutrenely peor attendance. | A wave of dissension fee | 
‘grisen in the party which hes penetrated ali levels. — The principal “ 
damsnic of th dissenting grour are! a more rapid and thorough : 


ae wet @ericuiturel reforms the relinquishnent of the bloc policy in 

: ge of definite action ageinss the “bourgeois parties"; ard 

he forging of closer Jinks hetween the Bussian Zone and the 
gountries of castern Murope, accompanied by the surrender of hopes 
for German unity. It was agreed that the danger of demoralization 
within the narty must he combatted by every means possible. In 
Truringta ond Eaxony Rieh functionaries attend small gatherings 
af only eight er ten nersons, simply in order to maintain cer tact 
with the masses. | [. ZU TE bess a ee 


By. AE oe press ac hference ““olter ilbrieht stated that the most ix p0r- 
tant guertion eP the moment for tne SEL is that of the Ruhr. It 
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sactad with the efforts to achieve the unity ci 
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as closely ¢o 
Germany, whic qust continue, even if it becomes necessary té : 
pesort te strives ans nassive resistance in order to attain the 
@esired goal. These methods will only be employed tf the need 
‘ghould become axttemc, but it must pe made clear to those con~ 
eerned that they ate available. . ot 
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